The Breviate of the Diſtreſſed Orphans Bill. 


It recites——That the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, ouit of their deep Senſe of the De- 
plorable Condition of the State of their Chamber, and the great Debt from thence 
due to the Orphans, appointed a Committee to conſider how any Branch of their 
Revenue might be improved ; and earneſtly defired them toproceed thereupon with 
utmoſt Diligence and Diſpatch——And by their Ordet x March $7. declared, That 
all Improvements that could be made, over and above the neceſſary Charge of the 
City's Government, ſhould be applyed towards their Relief. And that if any Per- 
ſons could diſcover how any part of their Revenue might be improved, they ſhould 

berecompenc'd proportionably. 

ba For the more Effettual and Speedy obtaining the ſame | 
It enafts—That the Lord Biſhop of Loxaoz, the two Chiet Juſtices, the Chief Baron, 

the Dean of S. Pauls for the Time bging—And five others whom they or any three 
of them ſhould name—And five others by the Lord Mayor and Aldermen to be 
named ; be conſtituted a Court of Enquiry for Relief of the Orphans, and for. the 
better Diſcovery and finding out all ſuch Ways and Means as may beſt conduce to 
ſfatisfie them ſuch Monies as are now due to them. 

And the ſaid Biſhop, Judges and Dean, and ſuch others to be named as aforeſaid, 
or any five or more of them, are to enquire, and inform themſelves, by examinin 
upon Oath whom they ſhall ſummon to give Evidence, concerning making ſuck 
Diſcovery —— And by all other lawful Means, which to them ſhall ſeem Expedient, 
concerning all Receipts and Diſpoſal of the Orphan's Monies, and Rights and Reve- 
nues of the City—— And ſuch as they find Giſobedient to ſend ro Priſon. 

And to meet on or before the tenh of Jenuarynext at the Chapter-Houſe of $S. Paul; 
_ adjourn to ſuch Time and Place! as they chink fir, for three Months and nor 

oNger. 

| And to report tothe Parliament, the firſt Week after next Seſhons, after the 
tenth of April, unleſs the Parliament then fitting—And in that Caſe within a Week 
after the tenth of April. 

And they may report ſooner if the Parliameat fits ſooner. 


| And crery Report tobe ſigned by the ſaid Lord Biſhop, ghree.Judges, or three of . 
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The Orphans Portions amounting to about 700 thouſand Pounds were forc*d into - * 
the Chamber, on Pain of Impriſoament—— Four Years and one Months Intereſt is now 
due to them, and though many of them are ready to ſtarve for want of Bred, yet not 
one Penny can they get, nor ſo much as to pay the Fees of the Bill- The Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen havealready been heard ſeveral Times before the Lords ——— 
None need to fear the Enquiry,but they that have defrauded both City and Orphans---- 
Nothing can be done upon the Enquiry, till Report made to the Parliament _ 

If then it appear, That the City cannot pay its own D:bts, the Parliament will con- 
ſider it : Till then why ſhould any pretend to have the Subjet taxed—— Why ſhould 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen makeuſe of the Orphans Monies to oppoſe the putting 
their own Order in Execution, by the Parliament, for their Relicf; fince themſelves 
have not done it, will not do it, and will get exceedingly by ir ? 
Nay, with what Face can any; who have ſworn to maintain the poor Orphans 
Rights, and ſo treated them, to the Scandal of Chriſtianity, out-brave the Avenger |} 
of the Oppreſſed, and endeavour toprevent rhe Piery*and Charity of an Engliſh Parli- 
ament, towards 1400 Fatherleſs and Widows, who by their ſpeaking bur one Sillable, 
may be preſerved from periſhing ? | 
If the Bill paſs not now, many of them muſt ſtarve before next SeTions: 


